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of Peru.   While  in Spain  (1536-7), he was |
made governor of Cuba, with authority to ex- |
plore, conquer, and take possession of an ill- j
denned territory comprising the present Flor- j
ida. To conquer this region, De Soto conduct-
ed his famous expedition of 1539-42, starting
from Havana in May, 1530, and landing on
the coast of the present Tampa Bay, Florida.
After   incredible   hardships   the   expedition
reached the mouth of the Red River where De
Soto died in May, 1542. The survivors, about
300 in number, after wandering for a year in
search of El Dorado, reached the Spanish col-
ony at Panuco in September, 1543.   Consult
Irving's Conquest  of Florida   by Hernando \
de Soto; King's De Soto and His Men in the \
Land   of  Florida;   Cunninghame   Graham's
Life of Hernando de Soto

D'Esperey,   Franctet,   French    general,
During the Great War (1914-18), he was in
^ command of the First French Army Corps at
I the Battle of Chaileroi. On June 19, 1918, he
i became   commander-in-chief   of   the   Allied
armies in the East, and on Sept. 16, 1918,
opened the great offensive that forced the Bul-
garian government to sue for peace. He rep-
resented the Allied governments in the armi-
stice negotiations, signing the armistice with
Bulgaria on Sept. 29, 1918 (see BULGARIA).

Des Plaines River, a river rising in Ra-
cine co., Wisconsin, and flowing in a southerly
direction through Illinois until, in Grundy co.}
it unites with the Kankakee to form the Illi-
nois River. It is 150 m. long, and is connected
with Lake Michigan by the Chicago Drainage
Canal. Its drainage area is 1,700 sq.m.

Des Planches, Baron Edmondo Mayor
(1851- ), Italian diplomat, was born in
Turin, Italy. He served as Ambassador to the
United States (1901-1910). His published
works include: Etudes sur la question d'Orient
(1876); Attraverso gli Stati Unito per I'Emi-
grazione Italians (1913).

Despoblado (Spanish 'desert'), a treeless,
uninhabited plateau on the Bolivia-Argentine
frontier; it has an elevation of about 10,000 ft.
Despotism, a state of government wherein,
all power resides in the ruler and the wishes of
the governed have no part. Especially is the
term applied to an oppressive and illegal rule.
Dessalmes, Jean Jacques (1758-1806),
a negro soldier of Haiti. He assumed the name
of his French master, and saw service with the
insurgent Toussaint 1'Ouverture. When peace
was made with France in 1802 he became a
general of division but, again insurgent} he
defeated Rochambeau at the battle of St.
Marc. Upon the island declaring itself inde-

pendent, he was elected emperor under the
name of Jean Jacques i. (1804). His cmelty
and debauchery soon alienated his adherents,
and he was killed by his officers Petion and
Christophe, the latter of whom became his
successor.
Destinn, Kittel or Rittl, Emmy (1878-
1950), Bohemian opera soprano, was born in
Prague. She made her debut in 1898, in the
Royal Opeia House, Berlin; sang the part of
Salome in Berlin and Paris; and appeared in
London in Madame Butterfly; was later a
member of the Metropolitan Opera Company,
New York City,
Destroyer, Torpedo Boat. This type of
naval craft owes its origin to the idea, devel-
oped during the American Civil War, of dam-
aging the underwater bod}T of large men-of-
war, by the explosion of a mine brought into
physical contact with the hull of the ship. To
meet the French menace of a large number of
torpedo boats, the British, soon after 1890,
began development of the 'destroyer,' a type
which, by reason of being larger, earlier types
were from 250 to 350 tons, was more sea-
worthy, carried a heavier battery of guns, and
made higher speed, than torpedo boats, and
hence could combat a greater number of the
latter successfully. The destroyer, however,
retained the essential characteristics of the tor-
pedo boat. The value of destroyers, for use
against both torpedo-Jboats and battleships,
was recognized promptly by all the principal
navies, and this type soon displaced the less
efficient torpedo boats. Several influences have
led to a continuous increase in the size of de-
stroyers, up to nearly 2,100 tons; the great ad-
vance in the size and range of the automobile
torpedo, which through the introduction of
the superheater, has recently reached more
than 15,000 yards; and the need of giving to
the fleet of battleships an arm that is effective
during darkness, also. This was possible by
utilizing the torpedo. Previous to 1914 the
major function of the destroyers accompany-
ing a fleet was generally conceived to be the
attack in force against hostile battleships, dur-
ing nights just preceding and after the main
day battle; though some leading authorities
advocated the employment of these vessels
principally in day attack while the opposing
battleships were engaged. Effective employ-
ment of modern oil-burning destroyers in day-
light action against powerfully gunned ships is
facilitated greatly by their ability to lay dense
'smoke screens/ which may afford excellent
cover from gun fire.
The destroyer is the most useful of all types